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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 3298 
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TAGS: ELAB, JA 

SUBJECT: EXPANDING CONTACTS BETWEEN DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND 
MINISTRY OF LABOR 

REF: (A) TOKYO 2901; (B) STATE 043292; (C)STATE 026272 

1 . IN CALL ON MINISTRY OF LABOR INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
SECTION DIRECTOR ISHIDA ON FEBRUARY 28, DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR ILAB OFFICER HALM AND LABATT PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF MOL-DOL 
DIALOGUE THROUGH VISIT OF EITHER VICE MINISTER FUJINAWA 
OR DEPUTY VICE MINISTER I WAT A TO US IN LATE SPRING 
OR EARLY SUMMER. 

2. ISHIDA, NOTING THAT JAPAN LABATT WAKABAYASHI HAD 
ALREADY CONVEYED TO HIM DOL PROPOSAL, SAID MOL VERY 
MUCH FAVORS GREATER CONTACTS. HE DOUBTED, HOWEVER, 

WHETHER EITHER FUJINAWA OR IWATA WOULD BE ABLE TO TRAVEL 
TO US WITHIN TIME-FRAME PROPOSED BY DOL, BECAUSE 
FUJINAWA WOULD BE ABSORBED BY DIET AND SPRING WAGE 
NEGOTIATES WHILE IWATA WILL BE TOTALLY INVOLVED WITH 
PLANNING GOJ POSITIONS AT NEXT ILO GENERAL CONRERENCE. 

3. ISHIDA THOUGHT THAT MOST LIKELY POSSIBILITY WAS 

VISIT TO US EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER ILO GENERAL CONFERENCE 
BY MINISTER OF LABOR FUJII. ISHIDA NOTED THAT EVER SINCE 
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AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON HIM (TOKYO 1087) MINISTER FUJII HAD TALKED 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY ABOUT VISIT TO WASHINGTON. ISHIDA 
CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS OFFERING POSSIBILITY OF 
FUJII VISIT AS STRICTLY PERSONAL SUGGESTION WHICH HAD NOT 
YET BEEN STAFFED BY MINISTRY. ISHIDA ADDED THAT MOL 
BUREAUCRACY WOULD OF COURSE NOT WANT TO ENCOURAGE FUJII 
VISIT TO US IF DOL THOUGHT SECRETARY MARSHALL SHOULD COME 
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TO JAPAN FIRST. 

4. ISHIDA AD HALM AGREED THAT WHATEVER THE LEVEL OF THE 

FIRST VISIT IN THE CONTEXT OF EXPANDED CONTACTS, IT SHOULD BE MORE 
THAN JUST A CEREMONIAL ONE AND SHOULD HAVE A CAREFULLY 
WORKED-OUT AGENDA. 

5. HALM AND LABATT HOPE TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE AT GREATER 
LENGTH WITH DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY SAMUEL IN NEW DELHI. 
MANSFIELD 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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